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Kurodani KonkaiKoumyouji Temple Shiun Garden
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KonkaiKoumyouji
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Kurodani Temple

This temple garden was renovated as of 800th
anniversary of Honen-Syonin, the founder of
Jodo sect. The garden can be viewed from the
Ohojyo (the main building) and it has been
allocated to bring in the Shiun-Mountain
greenery as its background. Aimed for the
most appropriate appearance for the memo-
rial anniversary event, clients had jointed our
discussions since the early stage of planning
and a theme had been carefully elaborated.
The garden has biographical interpretation
expressing life of Honen-Syonin and there are
3 phases 1) Childhood, 2)Ascetic practice pe-
riod, and 3) Establishment of Jodo sect.

In order to express the image in the form of
landscape, 3 mounds created in the garden.
The minimized usage of materials including
existing plants, such as pine and maples to-
gether with stones, moss, white gravel and
small plants enable to express each phases of
Honen-Syonin. Stones laid on the mounds
represent men associating with him. For ex-
ample, Benigamo-ishi (small red rouge-like
stone) is used to express childhood of Honen-
Syonin and twice larger stones are placed be-
side like his parents protecting and loving
him. The shape of stone, as well as, its posi-
tions are carefully decided to produce the
image of the relationship among each charac-
ters. Shiun garden was renovated faithfully
with traditional Japanese garden landscape
techniques and its roots of the Jodo sect.
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