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In spring, grass flowers’bud all at once.in-the warm sunlight. For the past fthree years, Shosei-en has EFXXxs0
left a few places-where the grass isn‘'t mowed in spring. This starfed with the aim of keeping hard Southern rockbell
grass from growing foo vigorously in the summer by leaving soft grass in the spring uncut. The result

is that we now have adorable wildflowers that can be enjoyed in spring and—because there are still

places where the grass stays fall-we can also feel the increase in the grasshopper species who call

this environment home. That our daily garden management led to a livable environment being created

for different creatures was a delightful discovery and surprise.
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In spring, the garden has many plants, like cherry blossoms, Japanese photinia and camellias, whose new buds
and leaves are red. While the reason why these new buds and leaves furn red still isn' t clear, one
prominent theory has it that it' s for profection against UV rays. Young leaves are in the process of making
N L chloroplast organs to perform photosynthesis with and can easily be damaged by UV rays (in human ferms,

" YRYOD they get sunburned very easily). It is thought that they therefore use a red pigment called anthocyanin to

~ " wild cherry protect cells against UV rays unfil their chloroplasts have sufficiently developed. Try taking a careful look at
these red spring leaves that are so different from the red leaves of autumn.
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*Flowering periods vary from year fo year
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At -Shosei-en,there are early blooming and late blooming cherry blossoms that can be enjoyed over a long period of fime.
Try exploring them while holding this map in your hand.
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There long branches
hang downward and A classic cherry blos-
have flowers grow- som whose flowers

P S o= ing on their tips. < = reach full bloom before
A ,V"j-ﬁ 7 v/ )(./r s>/ foliation begins.
Weeping cherry Yoshino cherry
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T2 h > - TP 4 Blooms with bright

red buds as well as

A double cherry blos-
som with a dense pink

The very first cherry blossoms to bloom i white flowers. color.
in the garden. S ot SR G o L . This is a festive flower
Their characteristic feature are their YIS RA VYT S OB ith ot of petals.

gf reddish flowers. Wild cherry Double cherry
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Main area to enjoy
cherry blossoms.

= .
LHBELE

u VAL
ENH it
se9< TSR
~
w v

sn

Eﬁz[
T G

BATIEs L % 50 A&
DIHE B LAV
SVEEN

There are around 50
cherry blossoms all over
the garden to enjoy!
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Japanese andromeda FBuHercup winterhazel Big Sepal azalea Rabbit-ear iris




