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At the end of the year, Shosei-en readies for winter. Carefully waiting until the leaves finish falling
from the deciduous trees, we clean up fallen leaves from all over the garden. Replacing the garden’s
bamboc-made items with young green ones, we prepare to greet the new year. Now we cut down
to the base the wax tree by the shoreline’s stone edging that we deliberately left for people to enjoy
its autumn leaves, as well as the Japanese beautyberry that had adorable fruits growing on it. Once
Shosei-en is ready for winter, you can distinctly see the dynamic stone arrangement on the
Minami-Oshima (large south island). The outline of the island'sridges also comes clearly into view,
making this a season when each of the garden's components becomes visible. Enjoy walking
through the garden amid this majestic atmosphere.
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Japanese andromedais a flower that has been native to Japan's mountains since ancient times and appears several
times in the Man'yoshu, Japan's oldest poetry anthology. It contains toxic elements and its Japanese name asebi is
written in characters meaning “horse drunk tree,” because it makes “the horse who eats it stumble around drunk.” In
Kyoto, clusters of Japanese pieris are often the only thing left uneaten in areas frequented by deer. On the other hand,
there are some moths that like to eat Japanese andromeda. They protect themselves from natural predators by storing
up toxins in their bodies. At Shosei-en, Japanese andromeda can be found around the Onrin-do Hall and on the
Kita-Oshima (large north island). From February to March, these plants let us know spring’s coming by blooming with
tiny bell-shaped flowers so adorable you can hardly believe they're poisonous.
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*Flowering periods vary from year 'Oyl"al
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Deciduous trees in winter
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